Orienteering Two-way Radio Protocols

Hand held two way radios (5 Watt UHF) can be useful for communication to assist running an
event and also during an emergency — For example, search and rescue.

In order to become familiar with their use, OT’s Safety Policy states that it is desirable that they
are utilised at all bush events. For example, to assist communication between the Start and the
Assembly Area.

1. Communication channels

1.1. Arena/Assembly Area — channel 55.

1.1.1. Teams/persons using channel 55: Event director, event controller, finish, start,
commentary.

1.2. Search and Rescue — channel 50

1.2.1. Teams/persons using channel 50: Search and rescue co-ordinator, plus search
group leaders.
2. Callingteams over the radio

2.1. Speak clearly and slowly, repeating the name of the party being called three times, and
then identifying yourself (or the team on whose behalf you are calling) three times also,
then indicate you are ready for a response by saying “Over”, release the call button and
wait for a response - example:

“Start, Start, Start - this Finish, Finish, Finish, over”

2.2. The Start team responds by saying “This is the Start team, go ahead Finish team, over”

2.3. Once the conversation is established, it is important that each party finishes what it
has to say by saying either “Over” (indicating that you are waiting for a response), or
saying “Out”(indicating you have nothing more to say).

3. Don’tiInterrupt!

3.1. As all conversations on a channel can be heard by all parties on the channel, itis
important not to interrupt a conversation between parties. If you can contribute to a
conversation, wait until both parties have finished their conversation, then call.

4. Noresponse

4.1. If after trying to contact another party you get no response, say “Nothing heard from
(name of the party you were trying to contact), (calling party) Out”, for example,
“Nothing heard from Event Director, Start Team Out”. This gives other teams on that
channel the opportunity to pass a message to the Event Director that the Start Team is
trying to contact them.



